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The present work concludes the important and monumental undertaking of Islanders in the Stream:

A History of the Bahamian People, creating the most thorough and comprehensive history yet

written of a Caribbean country and its people. In the first volume Michael Craton and Gail Saunders

traced the developments of a unique archipelagic nation from aboriginal times to the period just

before emancipation. This long-awaited second volume offers a description and interpretation of the

social developments of the Bahamas in the years from 1830 to the present.Volume Two divides this

period into three chronological sections, dealing first with adjustments to emancipation by former

masters and former slaves between 1834 and 1900, followed by a study of the slow process of

modernization between 1900 and 1973 that combines a systematic study of the stimulus of social

change, a candid examination of current problems, and a penetrating but sympathetic analysis of

what makes the Bahamas and Bahamians distinctive in the world.This work is an eminent product of

the New Social History, intended for Bahamians, others interested in the Bahamas, and scholars

alike. It skillfully interweaves generalizations and regional comparisons with particular examples,

drawn from travelers' accounts, autobiographies, private letters, and the imaginative reconstruction

of official dispatches and newspaper reports. Lavishly illustrated with contemporary photographs

and original maps, it stands as a model for forthcoming histories of similar small ex-colonial nations

in the region.
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I used this book in 2004 in a Bahamian History course. It is an excellent book, well researched,



interesting photos and really gets into the depth of where Bahamians came from. It is organized by

topics according to the many 'eras' the Bahamas went through from the Emancipation of slaves to

the early 1995. It sheds light on the events which have shaped the ideologies and customs of

Bahamians. It also makes very good reading.

Very informative. Helps to paint a clear picture of my people's history.

The writers could have done better research on their information concerning James Maxwell

Bowe.Since in this instance the descendents children and great grands and grand children are still

alive.
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